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Uranium mining blocked
OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 14: A national panel of wildlife experts today rejected a proposal from
the department of atomic energy for uranium exploration on the Rongcheng plateau in
Meghalaya’s South Garo Hills.

The standing committee of the National Board of Wildlife decided to reject the proposal for
exploratory drilling in view of the sentiments of the local people and representations from
civil society groups, the environment ministry said.

The Rongcheng plateau falls in the Balpakram National Park, home to elephants, black
bear, leopards, deer and the red panda, one of the rarest animals in the world.

Several green groups and NGOs have campaigned against a proposal for exploratory
drilling, arguing that it would harm the bio-diversity in the park.
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